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    In the 1970s, climate change was only an environmental problem. With a series 
of climate conferences being held, climate change has become an important issue in 
the field of international politics. Since the 1990s, the United Nations officially 
launched the international negotiations. Until now, the 19th conference has been held 
successfully. These negotiations have acquired several considerable achievements, 
which include the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Kyoto 
Protocol, and Bali Road Map etc. 
    As the two important roles of the international climate negotiations, the EU and 
the USA have formed their own climate policies. This article summarizes the 
evolution  of climate policies of the EU and the USA, points out their divergences. 
Before Bush administration, climate problems had yet gone into the political agenda 
of the United States. Thus the research starts from Bush administration. After George 
H. Bush Presidents Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, and Barack Obama come out 
different climate policies which had their different features. Overall, the climate 
policy of the United States was lack of continuity. EU’s climate policy roughly 
experienced four historical periods. Since1970s, it began sprouting. Entering the 
1990’s, EU’s climate policy had developed rapidly. The EU played a major role in 
bringing the negotiations on the Kyoto Protocol to a successful conclusion, in 
particular after the US withdrawal. At the beginning of 2000, the European 
Commission established the European Climate Change Programme (ECCP) which 
marked the formation of the EU’s climate policy. After 2007, with the beginning of 
the post-kyoto negotiations, the European Union launched more ambitious climate 
strategy. Overall, EU’s climate policy is much more systematic than USA. 
    This article further analyzes the reasons from both inside and outside in order to 
explain the divergences of climate policies between the EU and the USA. Based on 
different history and political and cultural traditions, the EU and the USA have 















economic modes and have established different domestic political systems. Playing a 
leading role can consolidate the EU, practice its effective multilateralism and enhance 
its soft power. The leadership in the global climate regime serves as a useful means 
for the EU to balance the USA. And the united stated also wants to regain the climate 
leadership . But a new global accord on climate change is urgently needed. 
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20 世纪 90 年代开始，欧盟积极制定环境法规、发展可持续能源，并引领国际谈
判，达成了《京都议定书》。欧盟拥有 28 个成员国，人口接近 5 亿，国民生产
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  国外研究欧美气候政策的文献非常之多。早在 20 世纪 90 年代，美国学术界
就有大量的研究美国气候政策的著作涌现。国外学者对美国气候政策的研究主要
是从两个方面展开的。一是分析国内因素对美国气候政策的影响。如加里·布林














                                                 
① Gary Bryner. Congress and the Politics of Climate Change[A]. in Paul G. Harris ed.,Climate Change and 
American Foreign Policy[C]. New York: St. Martinps Press, 2000, pp.111-130. 
② Robert D.Putnam. Diplomacy and Domestic Politics:The Logic of Two-level Games [J]. International 
Organization, Vol.42,No.3.1988, ,pp.105-110. 
③ Michele M. Betsill,The United States and the Evolution of International Climate Change Norms[A]. in Paul 







































                                                 
①
 Paul G. Harris. Explaining European Responses to Global Climate Change: Power, Interests and Ideas in 
Domestics and International Politics[A], in Paul Harris ed.,Europe and Global Climate Change: Politics, Foreign 
Policy and Regional Cooperation[C]. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing Limited, 2007,pp. 393-406. 
②
 Sebastian Oberthür, The European Union in International Climate Policy: The Prospect for Leadership [J]. 
March/April 2007, pp. 77-83. 
③
 Vanden Brande,“EU Normative Power on Climate Change: A Legitimacy Building Strategy?”http: //www. 
uaces. org/pdf/papers/0801/2008_VandenBrande.pdf 
④ Sebastian Oberthür and Claire Roche Kelly. EU Leadership in International Climate Policy: Achievements and 
Challenges[J]. The International Spectator, Vo.l 43, No. 3, 2008, pp. 35-50 
⑤ Joseph Szarka. the EU, the USA and the Climate Divide: Reappraising Strategic Choices[J]. European Political 








































                                                 
①
 Josh Busby, Alexander Ochs. From Mars and Venus Down to Earth: Understanding the Transatlantic Climate 























Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
